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FalcoNotes 


Being able to oversee the site of 
one of the first peregrine nestings in 
southern Ontario in 40 years was 
thrilling enough. However, the 
day-to-day events which unfolded 
and the people associated with them 
are memories that will not soon fade. 

A few thoughts and anecdotes 
illustrating those memories are 
assembled here. Their sequence tells 
the story of the Peregrine Falcons 
who nested high above King Street in 
downtown Hamilton this summer. 

* * * 

One of the final conversations I 
had during the active nesting and 
observing period illustrates the level 
of cooperation which surrounded the 
Peregrine Falcons' nesting. On August 
9, Craig Shaver, Building and Plant 
Manager at the Sheraton, called to ask 
if he could please have the hotel 
windows washed. An inspection team 
was due in from head office in the 
next few days and the windows had 
last been cleaned in the early spring. 


by Brian Burgon 
Craig Shaver was one of the first 
people I contacted in April. I called 
him to advise that the falcons were 
investigating the hotel as a potential 
site for nesting and to arrange a visit 
by Dr. Pete Ewins. This was the start 
of the co-operation that would exist 
for several months between the 
Sheraton, the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club, the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Canadian Wildlife 
Service. 
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Craig later admitted that curiosity 
got the better of him after my phone 
call. He went to the roof and crossed 
to the south side which overlooks 
King Street. First, he looked to the 
left where he thought the birds might 
be perched. Nothing. But when he 
looked to the right, the male was 
standing on a ledge not more than 20 
feet away. The bird took off, swooped 
up then down, diving right at Craig’s 
head. He needed no more 
encouragement to leave the roof 
immediately. 

* + * 

Randy Fisher, Cleaning Services 
Supervisor of the Jackson Square 
complex also had a close encounter. 
The tie-down hooks used to securely 
fasten safety lines of the window 
washing crews require regular 
inspection. Randy made his way onto 
the roof, inspected the hooks and 
proceeded directly back to the 
doorway thereby minimizing any 
disruption to the activities of the 
falcons, exactly as directed by the 
CWS. All was quiet until, without 
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warning, the adult female appeared no 
more than eight feet above his head, 
wings flapping, screaming her 
warning to "get out of there fast”. He 
made it back to the door having 
gained a new respect for the falcon 
species. 


Sheraton came to a halt for the hour 
or so while ‘Wainwright’ and 'Alberta’ 
were introduced to their new home. 
Keen observers said the Stelco Tower 
developed a definite lean to the west 
for these few minutes. 


* * * 

While 'Hamilton’ remained on the 
art gallery roof, a meeting convened 
in the Burgon’s living room attended 
by people from CWS, OMNR and 
several Club birders in an effort to get 
the monitoring programme up and 
running. An important item on the 
agenda was, of course, what to do if 
‘Hamilton’ did not receive food from 
the parents, which, unfortunately was 
the case. Although the adult male 
made some low passes over the 
juvenile’s perch, the female 
vociferously chased him away at each 
pass. 

One of the persons in attendance 
was in contact with the observers on 
King Street via a 'beeper'. When the 
first call came in he jumped to the 
phone while everyone else waited 
anxiously for news, good or bad. It 
was good; 'Hamilton’ had flown or 
fallen to the street but was safe. (We 
learned later that two police officers 
on foot patrol had stopped to watch 
the falcon. They were able to provide 
additional safety for the volunteers as 
they rushed into King Street to rescue 
the bird.) A second call came less 
than 10 minutes later. Volunteers had 
placed 'Hamilton’ back on the 
Sheraton roof away from the nest site. 
A large group of observers assembled 
on King Street later that evening. 
They cheered when ‘Hamilton 1 made 
a leap for the nest ledge and managed 
to scramble back to the safety of 
home. 

* * * 

HNC member Roy King took on 
the duties of coordinator early on in 
the project. In the next three weeks, 


* * * 

The Spectator found out about the 
nesting about two weeks before the 
CWS thought it advisable to make the 
location of the site public information. 
One afternoon, I received a call from 
a reporter eager for an interview. I 
warned him not to disturb the nest 
lest the parents abandon the eggs. 
That was OK, but he wanted photos. 

I said he could not go near the nest 
and that any photographs would 
require a very long lens. He said the 
photographer was standing right 
beside him with a very, very long 
lens. Fortunately, Dr. Pete Ewins of 
CWS was able to convince 'the 
newspaper to hold off publicising the 
nest for a few days. After that 
episode, the Spectator provided 
excellent and responsible coverage of 
the entire falcon story always keeping 
the HNC's name in the public eye. 

* * * 

Rick Folkes repelled down the 
face of the Sheraton on the morning 
of July 7 to introduce two new 
chicks, ’Wainwright’ and 'Alberta’, to 
the nest. I doubt that Rick has ever 
made a more unusual descent or one 
so much in the public eye with news 
cameras rolling and photographers 
snapping pictures from all angles. 
Unfortunately, I was away on 
vacation, but I was told that all work 
in the offices within sight of the 



* * * 

Hamilton artist Mark Strutt was 
the first official monitor after 
'Hamilton 1 glided down to the art 
gallery roof sometime during the 
evening of July 18. Mark had been 
doing some preliminary sketches from 
the 21st floor of the Stelco Tower for 
several days. He noticed only two 
birds in the nest ledge on the morning 
of July 19, and spotted 'Hamilton’ a 
few minutes later on the low roof. He 
and I set up the first observation post 
in the Education Centre Parking lot. 
Then the fun began. Felix Barbetti of 
OMNR Fonthill obviously had 
experience in falcon fledging when he 
anticipated the weeks following with 
the advice, "Get your running shoes 
on.” 


Page 38 


The Wood Duck 


November 1995 


he solicited volunteers, slotted them 
into time spots, handled a few 'no 
shows’, kept the project supplied with 
towels and cardboard rescue boxes, 
overcame minor problems with the 
two-way radios (which, by the way, 
were supplied free of charge by 
Servicom Communications of Stoney 
Creek), assisted Craig Shaver in 
repairing the roof of the Sheraton to 
prevent 'Wainwrighf from getting his 
leg band caught on some loose roof 
fabric, handled interviews with radio 
stations and contacted the Hamilton 
airport tower to have them chase off 
a low flying helicopter. 

* * * 

‘Hamilton’ flew out successfully 
on the evening of July 24th. He, and 
the other young birds, had been 
running along the nest ledge, flapping 
their wings and causing great anxiety 
for those observers on street and in 
office buildings. About seven o’clock 
that evening, the adult female landed 
on the east section of the Sheraton 
roof with prey in her talons. 
'Hamilton’ got the urge to go for it 
and tried to jump from the nest ledge 
to the next ledge. He missed and 
tumbled head over tail down the front 
of the building for about six feet. 
Fortunately, he remembered to flap 
his wings. While his first attempt at 
flight was little more than a 
downward glide, this time his wing 
beats took him upwards. He made an 
unsuccessful attempt to land on a 
sloping window ledge of the Ellen 
Fairclough Building and then flew to, 
and made an excellent landing on, the 
south east comer of the Stelco Tower. 

About a half-hour later, 


'Hamilton' took off east on King 
Street and turned north on James 
Street followed on foot by several 
falcon watchers in florescent orange 
vests carrying two-way radios. In 
spite of their searching the streets 
which run east and west from James 
North, 'Hamilton’ could not be found. 
Nonetheless, it was later suggested 
that their activities and visibility may 
have caused the crime rate in the 
downtown area to hit an all rime low. 
'Hamilton’ turned up next morning 
safely on the roof of the hotel. 

* * * 

'Wainwrighf flew out sometime 
on Wednesday, July 26. He spent his 
first night away from home on a 
ledge near the top floor of 25 Main 
West, the former IBM building. He 
was observed as darkness fell feeing 
into the window pane pecking at the 
glass. "I can see myself.’’ 



'Alberta' also made her first flight 
in a downward direction on the 
morning of Friday, July 28, landing 
on the roof of the seven-storey 
Robert Thompson Building. She spent 
the day there, giving falcon-watchers 
on King Street many anxious 
moments as she ran along the south 
roof edge of the building during the 
busiest time of the day. She finally 


flew up to the front face of the 
Standard Life Building around 8:00 
p.m. that evening and clung onto a 
very narrow window ledge, eleven 
floors up, all through the night. Next 
morning she rejoined her siblings 
back on the hotel nest ledge. 

* * * 

Monitors in the Education Centre 
parking lot on the weekend of 
Aquafest were mooned from a 
window of the hotel. One female 
observer commented that she needed 
neither binoculars nor scope; she 
could see quite enough, thank you. 

* * * 

Nights on King Street are an 
entertainment in themselves. Monitors 
met business executives, bicycle cops, 
drunks, street people. 

Friday night in downtown 
Hamilton is usually reserved for the 
night club set. Lots of fast cars and 
"beautiful people”. A few, apparently 
on their way out of the bars, asked to 
look through the scopes and swore 
they could see six birds on the ledge. 
Surprisingly, many of these people 
approached the monitors in the Board 
of Education parking lot asking how 
the birds were doing and expressing 
their support for the monitoring effort. 

* * * 

When the adult pair first arrived, 
we thought they might not establish a 
nest; but they did. Then we thought 
they might not produce eggs; but they 
did. Then we thought the eggs might 
not hatch; but one did. Then we 
thought the chick might not survive; 
but he did. Then we thought the two 
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Alberta chicks might not be accepted; 
but they were, immediately. Then we 
thought the three might not survive 
fledging; but so far, they have. A 
cliff-hanger all the way. 

* * * 

A Spectator reporter asked me 
during one interview just what was 
drawing so many people to participate 
in the falcon project. It was one of 
those questions to which the answer 
seemed obvious but is difficult to 
explain. It might have simply been 
the presence of a rare species. 
Possibly the unusual backdrop of the 
concrete and steel environment of the 
city made the presence of an 
endangered species more interesting. 
I hope it was an illustration of the 
potential within society to step 
'rward when an element of the 
dtural environment requires help or 
protection. It certainly was an 
example of cooperation between 
people, businesses and government 
agencies in a time of need. 

Perhaps the real answer appeared 
in the final news item concerning the 
falcons which was printed on August 
26. Ms. Millie MacKenzie, in a letter 
to the editor, wrote, "It is a breath of 
fresh air to read the frequent updates 
on [the falcons’] progress. With so 
much negative, sad and tragic news 
abounding in the newspapers these 
cavs it lifted my spirits." 

The falcons lifted the spirits of 
many, and I consider myself 
privileged to have been one of them.# 



Natural Areas 
Inventory Project 
Nears Completion 

Volume One of the Natural Areas 
Inventory of Hamilton-Wentworth is 
in the final stages of preparation. 
Copies will be available by the 
December membership meeting. The 
successful conclusion of this 
remarkable five year project is a 
significant occasion for the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. In this issue of the 
Wood Duck we would like to formally 
thank all of the government and 
non-government agencies and 
organizations, as well as the private 
donors who contributed to this 
$270,000 project. All of the financial 
contributors are listed in the table 
below. 

Volume Two of the NAI, published in 
1993, contained the Site Summaries 
of 81 natural areas examined in the 
project. This was Part 4 of the total 
report. The other three parts are 
contained in Volume One. They are 
as follows: 

Part 1. The Summary Report 

describes the context for the study 
and provides an overview of the 
methods and resuits. The funding 
table is taken from this section. 

Part 2. The Regional Context 
describes the background, methods, 
results and recommendations arising 
from the various abiotic and biotic 
components of the NAI inventory; It 
contains a synopsis or checklist of 
available information on the earth 
science features, surface and 
groundwater hydrology, plant 
communities, vascular plants, 


butterflies, fishes, herpetofauna, 
breeding birds and mammals of 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region. Below 
we are reproducing some material 
from the Checklist of the Fishes of 
Hamilton-Wentworth , one of the nine 
sections in this 200 page portion of 
Volume One. The table of the fish 
species found in local creeks in the 
NAI study is taken from the first part 
of the document, while the text is 
excerpted from the Summary section. 
The total document will occupy about 
40 pages in Volume One. 

Part 3. The Watershed Summaries 

present summaries of flow, water 
quality, and fisheries information for 
each stream system. They were also 
intended to integrate the site specific 
information at a landscape level but 
this role was not fully developed. 

Checklist 
of the Fishes 
of Hamilton-Wentworth 

by Audrey Heagy, Marlene Ross, 
Jasmine Schlutt & Marc Freeman 

Summary 

This regional fish checklist contains 93 
species and one subspecies that have been 
collected or reported within the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth, 
Ontario. Various hybrids, variants and 
other forms have also been reported but 
are not included herein. 

One subspecies, the blue pike, a Great 
Lakes endemic which formerly occurred 
in Hamilton Harbour is now extinct 
(McAllister et al. 1985, Robins et al. 
1991, Mandrak and Crossman 1992). 
Another eight species which formerly 
occurred in the Hamilton Harbour - 
Cootes Paradise complex are considered 
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extirpated in this Region. 

Ten species that are not native to this 
Region have become established here as a 
result of intentional or inadvertent human 
actions that resulted in new introductions 
or range expansions. Some sportsfish 
occur here as mixed native and introduced 
stock. 

The list of excluded species at the end of 
the main checklist includes five species 
which have each been reported only once 
in this Region. These reports are not well 
documented but are suspected of being 
based on mis-identifications or stray 
individuals. Three additional species have 
been reported from downstream sections 
of streams passing through 
Hamilton-Wentworth and are listed at the 
very end of the species accounts. 

Of the 75 extant native fishes reported, 25 
species are considered highly significant 
(HW, rare or very local) in the context of 
Hamilton-WentworthRegion, and another 
20 species are considered moderately 
significant (hw, uncommon). Only one 
extant species, the redside dace 
(Clinostomts elongatus) is considered 
nationally significant. Other nationally 
significant species formerly occurred in 
Hamilton Harbour but are now extirpated 
in this Region. 

It should be noted much of the fish 
distribution data were collected in the 
1970s and do not represent present 
conditions. Also, the available fish 
database may misrepresent the actual 
distribution of certain species due to 
sampling biases. Species which are easily 
overlooked (e.g. least darter) or not 
detected using standard electrofishing or 
seine sampling methods are consistently 
underreported in the survey data. Most 
surveys were conducted during the 
summer months and therefore miss 
seasonal changes in fish distribution. Data 
are not available from inland reservoirs 
and ponds. Some fish habitats are 


consistently avoided during stream 
surveys (e.g. rapids, pools, dense aquatic 
vegetation, muck bottoms). Moreover, 
sportsfish and large fish are 
overrepresented in the overall FSDDS 
database whereas small species such as 
minnows and darters are underrepresented 
(Mandrak and Crossman 1992). 

Although water quality and fish habitat in 
Hamilton Harbour and Cootes Paradise 
are degraded and disturbed relative to 
historic conditions, the aquatic ecosystem 
still supports a rich fish fauna. A total of 
59 species were recorded in the HH-CP 
complex during surveys in the 1984-87 
period (Rodgers et al. 1988). Several 
additional species were reported during 
the 1970s (Holmes and Whillans 1984, 
Holmes 1986). Of the 85 fish species 
present in Hamilton-Wentworth Region, 
34 (40%) are restricted to the Hamilton 
Harbour - Cootes Paradise complex and 
adjacent streams. Fully 18 of the 25 
regionally significant (HW) fishes are 
restricted to the Hamilton Harbour and 
Cootes Paradise. 

The fishes of the HH-CP complex 
include four groups: warmwater residents, 
pelagic residents, migrants from Lake 
Ontario, and transients. The first group 
includes crappies, sunfish, gizzard shad, 
and brown bullheads. Seasonal migrants 
are represented by smelt, white sucker, 
yellow perch, brown trout, spottail shiner, 
herring, lake chub, and salmon (Rodgers 
et al. 1988). Transients includes species 
that have ventured out of their host 
stream (e.g, rainbow darter and blacknose 
dace), and species from Lake Ontario 
(e.g. mooneye, cisco, burbot). Pelagic 
species such as lake trout, whitefish and 
coregonids were formerly resident in 
Hamilton Harbour but these populations 
were wiped out because of anoxic 
conditions in the deep water habitat in the 
Harbour (Rodgers et al. 1998). Large 
piscivores such as pike, gar, and bowfin 
are present but rare within these 


waterbodies. A few non-native species 
now account for a large proportion of the 
fish biomass in the HH-CP complex. 

In total, 49 species have been reported 
from stream systems in the Region. Over 
40 species have been reported in the 
Spencer Creek watershed. In general, 
species richness increases downstream 
within each watershed and the number of 
species per watershed increases with 
watershed size. 

The fishes in stream system in this 
Region are comprised of several distinct 
groups or species assemblages. The 
regional distribution of these species 
assemblages is generally consistent with 
the distribution of coldwater, warmwater, 
urbanized and migratory streams on 
OMNR fish and wildlife resource 
mapping (see p.2). 

Species found only in the coldwater and 
potential coldwater streams (BR and SP 
headwater tributaries) include American 
brook lamprey (Sulphur Creek only) 
redside dace, northern hognose sucker, 
brown trout, brook trout, and mottled 
sculpin (SP only). The observed range of 
these species in Spencer Creek and Bronte 
Creek has contracted in each successive 
survey of these watersheds. The NAI 
survey reported these species from at 
most two stations; however, some 
coldwater tributaries of Spencer Creek 
were not sampled in 1991. 

Several species are found only in the 
clear to tea-coloured, relatively clean, 
streams (BR, GR, SP, FA), which drain 
the Flamborough Plain and margins of the 
Norfolk Sand Plain. These include: brassy 
minnow, pearl dace, river chub, blacknose 
shiner, rosyface shiner, northern redbelly- 
dace (formerly also present in headwaters 
of Redhill Creek), finescale dace, rainbow 
darter, and fantail darter. 

The fish fauna in the turbid, weedy, 
slow-moving warmwater streams (FM, 
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TM, WE) on the agricultural Haldimand 
Clay Plain differs from that of the 
northern warm water streams in several 
respects Species which in 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region are found 
primarily in the upper Welland River, 
Twenty Mile Creek, and Forty Mile 
Creek watersheds (may also occur in 
HH-CP complex) include: golden shiner, 
black bullhead, yellow bullhead, tadpole 
madtom, grass pickerel (TM only), white 
crappie, black crappie, Iowa darter (WE 
only), and least darter. Also, some species 
which are present in most other 
watersheds in the Region are absent or 
rare in these streams, namely, common 
shiner (absent in TM), blacknose dace, 
longnose dace, and creek chub (absent in 
TM). 

The fish fauna of the urbanized streams 
(RH, ST, FI) is generally depauperate 
(fewer than 10 species per stream) for a 
variety of reasons including diminished 
habitat diversity due to construction of 
culverts and channels, extreme 
fluctuations in stream flow, and generally 
poor water quality. The remaining fish 
fauna in these disrupted stream systems 
include hardy species such as bluntnose 
minnow, fathead minnow, blacknose dace, 
longnose dace, creek chub, central 
mudminnow, and brook stickleback. Due 
to the rising level of Lake Ontario the 
lower section of each of these streams 
consists of a lakeshore pond or marsh 
which supports warmwater species 
including goldfish, common carp, brown 
bullhead, and pumpkinseed. Species 
which migrate from Lake Ontario into 
these streams to breed include lake chub, 
emerald shiner, and white sucker. The 
emerald shiner is an important forage 
species for the tern colony at Hamilton 
Harbour. 

Other migratory fish which move from 
Lake Ontario and the Hamilton Harbour 
— Cootes Paradise complex to feed or 
spawn into the large migratory streams 


(lower Spencer Creek and lower 
Grindstone Creek in Halton Region) 
include sea lamprey and rainbow trout 
and other stocked salmon species. 

Comparison of fish data from successive 
surveys of a particular station or stream 
system (see Watershed Summaries) 
indicates that the regional distribution of 
several species has changed markedly 
since the first stream surveys in the 
1950s. Moreover, the range of certain 
species has expanded or contracted 
significantly in the 1970 to 1992 period 
used in this checklist for assessing current 
species status. 

Species which appear to be declining 
include redside dace, pearl dace, northern 
redbelly dace, fathead minnow, northern 
hognose sucker, and brook trout. Species 
which are becoming more widely 
distributed in stream systems include river 
chub, bluntnose minnow, northern pike, 
green sunfish, bluegill, and blackside 
darter. Several of these species have 
recently colonized new watersheds. The 
common bluntnose minnow appears to be 
increasing in abundance (capture 
frequency) relative to the closely related 
fathead minnow which is abundant but 
declining. 

Some of the changes in fish distribution 
are attributable to changes in temperature 
and flow regimes following construction 
of the four reservoirs which were 
completed between 1966 and 1971 (list 
provided earlier). Some range expansions 
are apparently the resuit of unauthorized 
transfers (deliberate or unintentional) 
between watersheds. Other stresses which 
may be affecting fish population 
dynamics in this Region include siltation, 
pollution, drainage changes and 
intra-specific competition. A more 
detailed analysis of fish data over a larger 
geographic area could determine if more 
widespread phenomena such as long-term 
fluctuations in climate, acid rain, or 


global warming are impacting on the 
regional fish fauna. 

Recommendations 

Recommendations arising from the 1991 
stream survey and this checklist 
encompass information, monitoring, 
conservation and management needs and 
concerns. 

1 The existence of an accessible, 
reliable, comprehensive database 
consisting of fish distribution records 
collected in previous surveys greatly 
facilitates the analysis of these data. The 
OMNR should continue to maintain and 
update the FSDDS database. Given that 
OMNR stream surveys efforts are likely 
to remain at the reduced levels of the past 
decade, it is essential that data from other 
surveys, such as the NAI field work and 
local surveys by consulting firms and 
Conservation Authorities be compiled and 
incorporated in the FSDDS database. 

2. The biggest information gap in this 
checklist pertains to fishes of the inland 
reservoirs and ponds. Available 
information on these fishes should be 
compiled and additional surveys should be 
conducted as necessary. These data will 
likely result in some changes to the 
regional status of those warmwater 
species found primarily in standing or 
slow-moving water; however, it is 
unlikely that the status of most of the 
significant species designated in this 
checklist will be affected. 

3. Special studies are needed to 
determine the present distribution of all 
species identified in this checklist as rare, 
very local, declining, or underreported. 
Previous stations and suitable habitat 
should be intensively sampled to ascertain 
the present abundance and distribution of 
these species. Ideally, these studies should 
be repeated throughout the year to 
determine seasonal fish movements and 
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delineated spawning and nursery sites. 
Once critical fish habitat has been 
adequately identified, it should be 
recognized in planning documents, 
including the Regional Official Plan. 

4. A preliminary analysis of available 
data suggests that the fish fauna of 
streams in this Region is changing 
relatively rapidly in response to a variety 
of stresses. To better gauge and 
understand these changes, an ongoing 
stream fish monitoring program should be 
established. This program would entail 
periodic sampling of fish and fish habitat 
at a network of fish monitoring stations 
using a standardized methodology. Also, 
the distribution of certain species could be 
used to indicate changes in aquatic 
environments. Such a monitoring program 
could be designed to use interested 
volunteers (school groups, fishing clubs, 
etc.) to collect fish species data using 
minnow traps and dip nets. 

5. Because aquatic environments are 
affected by changes in upstream and 
upslope land use and drainage patterns, 
fish conservation is dependent on overall 
watershed management. The headwaters 
zones of the northern stream systems 
(Bronte, Grindstone, Spencer and 
Fairchild Creeks) include the most 
pristine stream habitats in the Region and 
are the most sensitive to disturbance. In 
particular, these groundwater-dependent 
headwater streams are vulnerable to 
changes in hydrological conditions on the 
Galt Moraine (in Waterloo Region and 
Wellington County) or wetland areas on 
the Flamborough Plain. Streams in the 


Dundas Valley are also affected by 
changes in the hydrological balance but 
are also being affected by increasing 
residential development, particularly in 
areas outside of the valley (e.g. Tiffany 
Creek and Ancaster Creek headwater 
zone). 

Aquatic environments in streams 
elsewhere in the Region are already 
moderately to severely impaired. 
Nonetheless, they continue to support 
large numbers of fish and contribute to 
overall biodiversity and ecosystem health. 
Relatively inexpensive stream 
rehabilitation projects in agricultural and 
urban areas, such as fencing to exclude 
cattle and the development of naturalized 
or planted vegetation buffers along stream 
banks, can result in immediate and visible 
improvements in water quality and fish 
habitat and also enhance the stream's 
function as a wildlife corridor. 

In some streams, particularly the 
urbanized streams along the lakeshore, 
man-made structures such as bridges and 
culverts impede the movement of fish. 
For example, Coker (pers. comm.) found 
that inadequate culverts near the mouth of 
Fifty Creek hampered, and at times 
excluded, fish entering the stream to 
spawn. These lakeshore streams formerly 
supplied a significant proportion of the 
forage fish in the Lake Ontario 
ecosystem. As artificial structures in 
streams are replaced, they should be 
re-built so as to allow for both fish 
passage and wildlife movement along the 
riparian corridor. 


6. Some of the changes in fish 
distribution in this Region appear to be 
caused by the deliberate or accidental 
transfer of live fish between watersheds. 
More detailed studies are needed to 
confirm this speculation. In the meantime, 
the OMNR and the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) should 
work together to educate anglers, baitfish 
sellers and the public on the ecological 
disruption caused by the unauthorized 
release of live fish, including sportsfish, 
baitfish, and fish from aquaria 

7. Sportfishing concerns are not 
addressed in this report as they are 
already closely monitored and regulated 
by the OMNR. The related issue of 
managing the harvesting of baitfish is of 
concern as it may be affecting certain 
significant species. Some commercial 
operators are currently collecting baitfish 
from local streams. The incidental catch 
of significant species is not known but it 
could have a major impact on certain 
species which have a very local 
distribution or occur in low numbers. For 
example, the incidental catch during 
seining by baitfishers on Spencer Creek in 
1993 included redside dace (S. Staton, 
HamRCA, pers. comm.), a species which 
is designated as vulnerable in Canada by 
COSEWIC and appears to be declining in 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region. Again, 
additional studies are needed to determine 
to magnitude of this problem and in the 
interim baitfish collectors can be 
instructed to avoid the habitat of 
significant species and to release 
individuals of these species. © 
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1991 NAI fish survey data: number of stations where each species was found, by watershed. (BR stands 

Creek GR is Grindstnnn RH ic Rnrcr'c QP ie olj ju:ii o-r o*_i - -p. _ .... . ... 


for Bronte 


Common Name ( Scientific Name) 

MNR # 

BR 

GR 

BO 

SP 

my tvn 

RH 

e. wt 

ST 

is we 

TM 

liana, ar 

WE 

id FA is 

FA 

Fairchild. 

All 

goldfish (Carassius auratus) 

181 




1 






1 

redside dace (Clinostomus eiongatus) 

184 

2 









2 

common carp (Cyprinus carpio) 

186 


1 


6 


i 


1 


9 

brassy minnow (Hybognathus hankinsoni) 

189 

1 



3 






4 

common shiner (Luxilus comutus) 

198 

2 



6 






8 

pearl dace (Margariscus margarrta) 

214 

3 



3 






6 

river chub (Nocomis micropogon) 

193 




5 






5 

golden shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas) 

194 







i 



1 

rosyface shiner (Notropis rubellus) 

202 

1 



1 






2 

northern redbelly dace (Phoxinus eos) 

182 

3 



2 






5 

finescale dace (Phoxinus neogaeus) 

183 


1 


fl 






3 

bluntnose minnow (Pimephales notatus) 

208 

4 

2 

(f'i 1 

m 

M. 


3 

1 

4 

25 

fathead minnow (Pimephales promelas) 

209 

1 



B 



1 



5 

blacknose dace (Rhinichthys atratulus) 

210 

3 

4 


in 

B 




2 

23 

longnose dace (Rhinichthys cataractae) 

211 

3 

4 


n 

3 





14 

creek chub (Semotilus atromacuiatus) 

212 

B 

B 

EE 

El 

B 

■ 


1 

2 

26 

white sucker (Catostomus commersoni) 

163 

B 

B 


B 


i 


2 

3 

27 

northern hognose sucker ( Hypentelium nigricans) 

165 

i 









1 

yellow bullhead (Ameiums natalis) 

232 








2 


2 

brown bullhead (Ameiurus nebulosus) 

233 




2 




1 


3 

stonecat ( Noturns flavus) 

235 


i 


1 





1 

3 

tadpole madtom ( Noturus gynnus) 

236 







2 

1 


3 

grass pickerel (Esox americanus vermiculatus ) 

133 







1 



1 

northern pike ( Esox lucius) 

131 




1 




1 


2 

central mudminnow ( Umbra limi) 

141 

3 

2 


4 






9 

rainbow trout ( Oncorhynchus mykiss) 

76 


1 


2 






3 

brook trout ( Salvelinus fontinalis fontinaiis) 

80 




1 






1 

brook stickleback (Culaea inconstans) 

281 

3 



3 

i 





7 

mottied sculpin ( Coitus bairdi) 

381 




2 






2 

rock bass ( Ambloplites rupestris) 

311 

1 







2 

2 

5 

green sunfish ( Lepomis cyanellus) 

312 








1 


1 

pumpkinseed ( Lepomis gibbosus) 

313 

3 

3 


8 


i 

1 

1 

1 

18 

bluegill ( Lepomis macrochims) 

314 

1 






1 



2 

smallmouth bass ( Micropterus dolomieu) 

316 




2 






2 

largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) 

317 

1 

3 

i 

9 





1 

15 

white crappie (Pomoxis annularis) 

318 








5 


5 

rainbow darter (Etheostoma caeruleum) 

337 


1 


2 





1 

4 

fantail darter (Etheostoma flabellare) 

339 

1 



3 





1 

5 

johnny darter (Etheostoma nigrum) 

341 

4 

3 


4 




1 

1 

13 

logperch ( Percina caprodes) 

342 




1 






1 

blackside darter ( Percina maculata) 

344 

1 



_5_ 





1 

7 


TOTAL# OF STATIONS 
TOTAL # OF RECORDS 


22 

14 

2 

31 

5 

3 

7 

13 

12 

41 

7 

4 

1 

20 

4 

1 

3 

6 

4 

50 

52 

33 

2 

132 

13 

3 

13 

24 

21 

293 


Page 44 
































































The Wood Duck 


November 1995 


Noteworthy Bird Records 


By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to March 31, 1995 — 128. For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 


Observers: Angelo Avloides (AAv), Jim Anderson (JA), John Bak (JB), Roy Baker (RB), Joe Bartell (JB), Clive Baugh (CBa), 
Christine Bishop (CB), Dave Cattrall (DC), Barb Chariton (BC), Ted Cole (TC), Jim Cram (JC), Hugh Currie (HC), Robert Curry 
(RC), Rob Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), AlfEpp (AE), Bruce Falls (BF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Jerry Guild (JG), Carl Hamann 
(CH), Kevin Hannah (KH), Jim Heslop (JH), Jean Iron (JI), Mark Jennings (MJ), Barry Jones (BJ), Mike King (MK), John Lamey 
(JL), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Angus 
MacMillan (AM), Brian McHattie (BMH), Barb McKean (BMK), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Erwin Meissner (EM), George Meyers 
(GM), Libor Michalak (LM), John Miles (JM), Matthew Mills (MM), Dave Milsom (DM), George Naylor (GN), Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Don Perks (DP), Rose Peterson (RP), Paul Rose (PR), Greg Salter (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Ian 
Smith (IS), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp (RSt), Beth Stormont (BSt), Mike Street (MS), Ron Tasker (RT), Rohan van Twest 
(RvT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Heather Wilson (HW), William Wilson (WW), Brian Wylie (BW), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 

migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum number 
win. -wintering 
terr. -territorial 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st win. -first winter 
2nd win. -second winter 
3rd win. -third winter 
2nd yr. -second year 
4th yr. -fourth year 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [M] 

Haldimand-Norfolk f HN] 
Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL] 


January - March 1995 

Red-throated Loon: One was on Hamilton Bay off LaSalle Marina [HW] Jan 18 * (RC), one was on Lake Ontario off Fifty Rd [HW] 
Mar 5 (BS,DG,JC); one was at W End Hamilton Bay [HW] Mar 19-24 (KM et ai.); three were at Woodland Cemetery [HW] Mar 25 
F (BS et ai.)', one was off Appleby Line [HL] Mar 30 (RD). 

Common Loon: One was off Bayshore Park [HW] Jan 2 * (PR); singles were past CCIW [HL] Jan 4 and 23 (RD); one was off 
Guelph Line [HL] Jan 8 (KM et ai.); one was off LaSalle Marina Jan 18 (RC), and two were there Jan 22 (KM,BL); one was off Fifty 
Rd Mar 5 (BS,DG,JC); one was over Beamer C.A. [AG] Mar 27 F (GM). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One was off Bayshore Park [HW] Mar 14 * (RC); three were at Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Mar 23 (JM). 

Horned Grebe: One was off Fifty Point C.A. [AG] and one was off Fruitland Rd [HW] Jan 8 * (RD et ai.); one was off Fifty Rd 
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Mar 5 F (BS,DG,JC), and a max. of 47 were there Mar 11 (RD,BC); two were off Bayshore Park Mar 14 (RC); one was off Willow 
Point [HW] Mar 28 (RD). 

Red-necked Grebe: One was off Fifty Rd Mar 11 * (RD,BC); four were off Bayshore Park (BS) and three were off Walkers Line 
[HL] (RC,JO) Mar 26. 

Double-crested Cormorant: One was at Newport Yacht Club [HW] Jan 2 (PR); up to four were around Hamilton Bay Jan 4-Mar 
17 (m.obs.); eight were past CCIW Mar 27 F (RD) 

Great Blue Heron: Win. birds included one at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 14-27 (RD,BC;JM), and one at Valley Inn [HL] Feb 6 (JC); one 
was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 F (RD et al.\ a heronry at Alberton [HW] contained 30 nests, nine of which were occupied Mar 
25 (RC). 

Tundra Swan: Wintering birds on Hamilton Bay included: 59 -Jan 8 (RC,JO), 38 -Jan 29 (KM,BL,CB), 1 -Feb 7 (RD). Migrants 
included: 16 off Fifty Point C.A. Feb 19 F (KM,BL); 40 past CCIW Mar 6 (RD), five at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] Mar 11 (RD), 
48 at 8th Rd E [HW] (RDw) and 260 at foot of Oakes Rd [NG] Mar 12 (RC), counts from Woodland Cemetery included: 880 -Mar 
12 (BL et al.), 1200 -Mar 13 (RC,BS); counts from Highland Gardens Park [HW] included. 190 -Mar 12, 845 -Mar 13, 60 -Mar 14 
(RDw); counts from Beamer C.A. included: 30 -Mar 12 (RDw), 12 -Mar 22 (GM); 46 were at LaSalle Marina Mar 21 (RC), one was 
at Mountsberg C.A. [HW/WL] Mar 30 (RD). 

Trumpeter Swan: Up to 12 reintroduced birds were at LaSalle Marina Jan 2-28 (PR;m.obs.); six were off Venture Inn [HL] Feb 14 
(RD). 

Whooper Swan: One escapee was at LaSalle Marina Jan 4 (RD). 

Mute Swan: A max. of 24 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO). 

GREATER WHjTE-FRONTED GOOSE: A flock of 15 frontalis were found at Windermere Basin [HW] Feb 18*-on (KM;m.obs.) 
which were joined by a 16th bird Feb 26; the 16 remained to Mar 8 (m.obs.) and a single imm. was last observed Mar 11 L (LM). 
Snow Goose: One resident white morph was at Princess Point [HW] Jan 2-on (PR;m.obs.); one white was at Confederation Park [HW] 
Feb 3 (TC), four white,two blue were at foot of Oakes Rd Mar 12 F (RC). 

Bar-headed Goose: One escapee was off Appleby Line Jan 23 (RD et al.). 

Wood Duck: One m .one f. were at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Jan 7-Feb 19 (m.obs.); 10 were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 14 
(RD,BC), one was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 F (RD et al.). 

Green-winged Teal: One m. was at Grand River at York [HN] Jan 4 * (BS,JO,JD); six were at Princess Point Jan 8 (RC,JO); four 
were at Windermere Basin Jan 21 (KM); two were off Winona Rd [HW] Mar 11 F (BS,JC,JD); eight were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 
5 [HW] Mar 23 (RD); 12 were at Valens C.A. [HW] Mar 28 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: Max. of 31 win. at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); counts from Woodland Cemetery included: 225 -Mar 12 F (RD 
et al.), 514 -Mar 13 (RC); six were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 Mar 23 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: One m. was at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] Mar 17 * (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Max. of 22 win. at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); 15 were at Windermere Basin Feb 18 (KM); six were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Mar 23 F (RD). 

Gadwall: A max. of 202 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC.JO). 

American VVigeon: One was at Windermere Basin Jan 8 * (RCJO); 65 were at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 F (RD et al.) and 83 
were there Mar 13 (RC,BS); four were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 Mar 23 (RD); 12 were at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 30 (RD). 
..anvashack: 15 7 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RCJO); 200 were at Woodland Cemetery Jan 14 (RDw); 130 were off LaSalle Marina 
Feb 3 (RD); one was at Wilkes Dam, Brantford [5/?] Mar 19 (BL); 125 were at N Shore Hamilton Bay Mar 21 (RC). 
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Redhead: 61 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); 18 were off Venture Inn Feb 14 (RD); six were at Bronte Harbour [HL] Feb 26 
(MJ); eight were at Valens C.A. Mar 28 (RD). 

Ring-necked Duck: 14 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); 12 were off Willow Point Jan 22 (KM,BL); 20 were off Bayshore Park 
Mar 14F-16 (RC,RD); 32 were at Gullivers Lake [ HW] Mar 20 (RC); 48 were at Green Mt Rd Quarry [ HW] Mar 23 (RD); 67 were 
at Valens C.A. Mar 28 (RD). 

TUFTED DUCK: A f. was at Windermere Basin Jan 8 * (RC,JO) and Feb 4 (RC), and likely the same bird was off Fifty Rd Mar 
5-7 (DG,BS,JC). 

Greater Scaup: About 10600 were at W End Hamilton Bay (RC,JO) and about 5000 were off Fifty Point C.A. (RD et al.) Jan 8. 
Lesser Scaup: About 1100 were at Windermere Basin Jan 8 (RC,JO); about 1500 were off Eastport Dr S of Burlington Canal [HW] 
Jan 18 (RD); 50 were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Mar 23 F (RD). 

King Eider: An unidentified 1st. win. m. eider was off Glover Rd [HW] Jan 8 * (RD et al.); one 1st win. m. was off Burlington 
Lakeshore Jan 15-26 (DP,JL;m.obs.); one-three f. were off Burlington Lakeshore Jan 15-Feb 19 (DP,JL,m.obs.) with a max. of four 
off Appleby Line Jan 24 (BS,JD); one 3rd win. m. was off Appleby Line Jan 23-29 (JC et at.); one f. was off Fifty Rd Mar 5 L 
(BS.DG.JC). 

Harlequin Duck: One 1st win. m. was off Fifty Point C.A. Jan 2*-21 (EM;m.obs.); one 2nd win. m. was off Cliffcrest St, Burlington 
[HL] Jan 22-Feb 14 (BF,RT;m.obs.), and was also off Appleby Line Jan 28 (WW,HW); one 1st win. m. was at Burlington Beach Canal 
[HL] Mar 11-13 (JB;RD); one ad. m. was at E End Hamilton Bay Mar 12 (MK;DL,GL,CH), and was later off Appleby Line Mar 30 
(DC). 

Black Scoter: A max. of 11 were off Appleby Line Jan 24 (BS,JD); five were off Fifty Rd Mar 5 (BS,DG,JC); six were off Spencer 
Smith Park f HL] and four were off Appleby Line Mar 30 (RD). 

Surf Scoter: One 1st win. m. was at W End Hamilton Bay Jan 8-14 (RC,JO); 12 were off Appleby Line Jan 29 (KM,BL); 30 were 
off Fifty Rd Mar 5 (BS,DG,JC); about 100 were off Appleby Line Mar 11 (KH); a record high count for the HSA of 230 was made 
off Burlington Lakeshore Mar 31 (JO,BJ). 

White-winged Scoter: Numbers off Burlington Lakeshore included: 3000 -Jan 26 (RC), 7000 -Feb 2 (RD), 200 -Mar 30 (RD); about 
6000 were off Fifty Rd Mar 5-on (BS,DG,JC). 

Common Goldeneye: About 3900 were counted on the Lakeshore from Bronte to Grimsby Jan 8 (m.obs.). 

Barrow's Goldeneye: One f. was off Burlington Jan 29*-Feb I2L (BL.JI et al.). 

Bufflehead: A max. of 485 were at Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); 180 were off CCIW Feb 16 (RD); 215 were at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Mar 23 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: Five were at W End Hamilton Bay and four were at Mouth of Red Hill Creek [HW] Jan 8 (RC,JO); one was 
at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 F (RD et al.); two were at Gullivers Lake Mar 20 (RC); four were at Green Mt Rd Quarry Mar 23 
(RD); two were at Valens C.A. Mar 28 (RD); two were at Mountsberg C.A, Mar 30 (RD). 

Common Merganser: About 500 were at W End Hamilton Bay Jan 14 (PRKM); 200 were at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 20 (RC); 42 
were at Valens C.A. Mar 28 (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: One was at Windermere Basin Jan 8*-14 (RC,JO;m.obs.), and two were there Feb 18 (RC;KM); nine were off Bayshore 
Park Mar 14 F (RC); three were at Princess Point Mar 22 (CBa). 

Turkey Vulture: One was at Sandusk Rd & Cone 10 [HN] Jan 8 * (JM); one was at foot of Guelph Line Mar 4 F (DP); high counts 
at Beamer C.A. included: 102 -Mar 20, 189 -Mar 25, 164 -Mar 26 (NPH). 

Bald Eagle: One ad.,one 4th yr.,one imm. were at various locations around Hamilton Bay early Jan-mid Feb (m.obs.); one juv. was 
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over Hwy 56, Glanbrook [HW] Feb 26 F (KM,RDw,PR); three were over Dundas Marsh Mar 18 (MM); 11 were counted at Beamer 
C.A. from Mar 12-27 (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Eight reports of win. birds during Jan-Feb (m obs.); the highest count at Beamer C.A. was 44 on Mar 20 
(NPH). 

Cooper's Hawk: Seven repons of win. birds during Jan-Feb (m.obs.); high counts at Beamer C.A. included; 30 -Mar 20, 20 -Mar 
26 (NPH); a terr. pair were also at Beamer C.A. Mar 11-on (NPH). 

Northern Goshawk: Nine were counted at Beamer C.A. from Mar 1 *-27 (NPH); a terr. bird was at Beamer C.A. Mar 1-4 (NPH). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: One ad. was at Hwy 6 N of Campbellvilie Rd [HW] Feb 10M6 (RD), counts at Beamer C.A. included: 5 
-Mar 11 F, 122 -Mar 13, 126 -Mar 18, 107 -Mar 20 (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A rufous morph calurus win. near Hwys 5 & 2, Paris [5/?] was last seen Feb 18 (BL); a dark morph calurus was 
at Oneida 4th Line [HN] Feb 18 (JM et al.), high counts at Beamer C.A. included: 428 -Mar 13, 226 -Mar 18. 

Rough-legged Hawk: High counts at Beamer C.A. included: 14 -Mar 12, 12 -Mar 13 (NPH). 

Golden Eagle: Birds at Beamer C.A. included: 2 ad. -Mar 13 *, 1 -Mar 16, 1 -Mar 19 (NPH). 

Merlin: Win. birds included singles at: Helen St, Dundas [HW] Jan 9 * (JA); Windermere Basin Feb 18 (RC); Carolina Park, 
Brantford [£/?] Feb 22-23 (BL). One was at foot of Fifty Rd Mar 13 F (WW.HW); one was at Dundas Marsh Mar 19 (MM); one 
was at Beamer C.A. Mar 31 (NPH). 

Gray Partridge: 12 were at Van Sickle Cemetery, Jerseyville Rd [HW] Jan 1 * (RSn.RSt); two were at RR9 near Hagersville [HN] 
Mar 9 (JM et al .). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One was at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 14 * (RD,BC); one m.,one f. were at Winona [HW] Jan 28 (DL,GL); one 
m. was at RR97 W of Valens [HW] Mar 15 (RD). 

Wild Turkey: Four were at 11th Rd E & Mud St [HW] Mar 28 * (KH); two were at Woodend, Dundas Valley [HW] Mar 31 (LM). 
American Coot: 104 were at W End Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); one was at Sioux Lookout [HL] Jan 8 (PR et al.), one was at 
Grand River, Brantford [BR] Jan 17-18 (BL); 25 were at LaSalle Marina and 130 were at Pier Four Park [HW] Jan 22 (BL,KM); 62 
were at LaSalle Marina Jan 26 (RD); two were off Venture Inn Feb 14 (RD); three were at Desjardins Canal Feb 18 (PR); eight were 
at Burlington Beach Canal Mar 11 (RD,BC) 

Killdeer: Two were at Kay Drage Park [HW] (PR) and 20 were at Beamer C.A. (BS et al.) Mar 7 *. 

Common Snipe: One was at 11th Rd E [HW] Mar 26 * (MM,MS). 

American Woodcock: One was at Galnbrook & Book Rds [HW] Mar 13 * (RC), one was at Berry C.A. [HW] Mar 14 (BMK). 
Bonaparte's Gull: One ad. was off Grimsby [Mr] Jan 8 * (RD et al.)-, one ad. was off Fifty Point C.A. Jan 17 (RDw). 

Thayer’s Gull: One ad. was at Woodland Cemetery Jan 8*-14 (RC,JO;RDw), one 1st win. was at Brantford Dump [BR] Jan 17 (BL). 
Iceland Gull: One 1st win. was at LaSalle Marina Jan 8 * (RC,JO); one ad.,one 2nd win. were at Brantford Dump Jan 10 and one 
1st win. was there Jan 17 (BL); one 1st win. was at Tollgate Ponds Jan 18-20 (RD); one imm. was at LaSalle Marina Jan 28 (RDw); 
one was off Appleby Line Mar 11 (LM); one 1st win. was at CCIW Mar 17 L (RD). 

Glaucous Gull: Nine were at W End Hamilton Bay Jan 8 (RC,JO); 25 were at Brantford Dump Jan 10 (BL); one ad.,one 1st win. 
were off Appleby Line Jan 22 (RD,BC); one was off Fifty Rd Jan 31 (RD); one was over Beamer C.A. Mar 13 (GM); nine were on 
Hamilton Bay Mar 17 (RD); one was at Hydro Islands [HW] Mar 28 (RD). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: One adult was at Woodland Cemetery Jan 14 * (RDw). 

Snowy Owl: One ad. m was at QEW & Fifty Rd [HW] Jan 31 * (KH), and was also at Fifty Point C.A. Feb 19 (KM,BL), one was 
at Hwy 403 & Hwy 5 [HL] Feb 13 (AAv); one was at Hwy 403 & Waterdown Rd [HL] Feb 23 (AM); one was off Burlington Golf 


Page 48 



The Wood Duck 


November 1995 


Club [HW] Mar 3 L (RC). 

Long-eared Owl: Two were at Bronte Woods [HL] Jan 8 * (MJ,CBa,JB). 

Short-eared Owl: The only report received was of eight near Hagersville Feb 23 (PR). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One was at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 8*-Mar 9 L (RP,IS;m.obs.). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Two were at Irish Line S of River Rd [HN] Jan 4*-Mar 4 at least (BS,JO,JD;m.obs.). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One was at Glen Morris Rd W of Branchton Rd [£/(] Jan 7 * (BL). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One was at Mountain Ave, Hamilton [HW] Mar 12 * (RDw); two were at Highland Gardens Park Mar 
23 (RDw). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was at Beamer C.A. Mar 15 * (RC et al.). 

Eastern Phoebe: One was at Greensville [HW] Mar 17 * (PR); two were at Wilkes Dam, Brantford Mar 19 (BL); one was at Beamer 
C.A. Mar 22-25 (GM et al.); one was at Canterbury Hills [ HW] Mar 23 (JA). 

Tree Swallow: One was at Grand River at York Mar 16 * (RW), two were over Dundas Mar 23 (MM); three were at Beamer C.A. 
Mar 29 (GM). 

Tufted Titmouse: One-two were at River Rd S of Cayuga [HN] Jan 4*-28 (BS,JO,JD;m.obs.). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One was at Bronte Woods Jan 8 * (MJ,CBa,JB); one was at Patterson Tract [HW] Jan 10 (BL). 

Brown Creeper: One was at Shoreacres Mar 24 F (RD). 

Carolina Wren: One was at foot of Walkers Line Jan 17 * (RD,JG); a partial albino was at LaSalle Park Jan 26 (RC), one was at 
Shoreacres Jan 26-Feb 17 (RC;RD), one was at the foot of Appleby Line Feb 3 (KM,BL,PR); one was at Highland Gardens Park Mar 
14-15 (RDw). 

Winter Wren: One was at Bronte Marsh [HL] Jan 8 (MJ,CBa,JB); one was at Grand River N of Paris [BR] Jan 11 (BL); two were 
at Bronte Creek [HL] Feb 11-12 (MJ); one was at Shell Park [HL] Feb 27 (MJ); one was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12-14 (RD et 
al.). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two were at St George St, Brantford Mar 2 F (BL); two were at Highland Gardens Park Mar 20 (RDw). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Singles were at Bronte Marsh and Shell Park Jan 8 * (MJ,CBa,JB); one was at Sedgewick Forest Park, 
Oakville [HL] Feb 11 (MJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: Three were at Glen Morris Rd W of Branchton Rd Jan 7 * (BL); eight were at Baptist Church Rd [BR] Jan 14 
(RD,BC); four were at Merrick Field Centre [HW] Jan 17 (BSt); six were at Irish Line S of River Rd Jan 30 (JM,JG,DP), and seven 
were there Feb 26 (KM,RDw,PR); one was at Taquanyah C.A. Feb 4 (JM et al.); one was at Beamer C.A. Mar 4 F and three were 
there Mar 7 (GM et al.); one was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 (RD et al.). 

Hermit Thrush: One was at Hendrie Valley [HL] Feb 12 * (BW); one was at Taquanyah C.A. Feb 23 (BJ,JH). 

American Robin: About 1200 were at Greensville Feb 16 (PR). 

Gray Catbird: One was at N Shore Cootes Paradise [HW] Jan 21 * (MM). 

Northern Mockingbird: One was at Springvale [BR] and one was at Sawmill & Trinity Rds [HW] Jan 14 (RD,BC); one was at 
Oneida 2nd Line E of Hwy 6 [HN] and one was at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 29 (RD,BC). 

Brown Thrasher: One was at Bronte Jan 8 * (MJ,CBa,JB); one was at Berry C.A. Jan 11 (BS); one was at River Rd S of Cayuga 
Feb 7 (JG,DP). 

American Pipit: One was at Woodland Cemetery Mar 19 * (RDw). 

Northern Shrike: Two were at Clanbrassil [HN] Jan 2 * (RB,DM); one was at Cone 5 W of Sheffield Rd [HW] Jan 7 (BL); one 
was at Bronte Woods Jan 7 (PR); one was at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Jan 8 (RP,IS); one was at Hopkins Tract Jan 13 (DL,GL); one was 
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at N Shore Cootes Paradise Jan 21 (MM); two were near River Rd & Irish Line Feb 26 (KM.RDw,PR); one was at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Mar 18 L (KM,BL). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: One was at Ohsweken [5R] Jan 14 * (RC); one was early at the foot of Guelph Line Mar 31 F (JO,BJ). 
Rufous-sided Towhee: Two were at Haldibrook Rd, Binbrook [HW] Jan 6 * (GS); two rn.one f. were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 30 
(JM,JG,DP). 

Field Sparrow: Two were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 30 * (JM,JG,DP); one was at Beamer C.A. Mar 25 F (RD et al.). 
White-throated Sparrow: A max. of six were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 14 (RD,BC). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One imm. was at Windermere Basin Feb 28 * (RD). 

Lapland Longspur: 18 were at Clanbrassil Jan 2 * (RB,DM). 

Snow Bunting: 80 were at Hwy 5 E of Paris [5/?] Jan 2 * (RD,BC); 40 were at Fifty Point C.A. Jan 8 (BC). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Three were at Hwy 3 W of Cayuga [HN] Jan 14 * fRD,BC), one was at Bronte Feb 27 F (MJ). 

Eastern Meadowlark: One was at foot of Oakes Rd (RC) and one was at Woodland Cemetery (BL et al.) Mar 12 *. 

Rusty Blackbird: Three were at Middletown Rd & 8th Cone [HW] Mar 20 * (RC). 

Common Grackle: Seven were at Ancaster (RC) and one was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek (DL,GL) Mar 7 *. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: One was at St George St, Brantford Jan 1 (BL); 10 were at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Jan 4 (DL,GL); 
,vas at Balsam Ave, Hamilton [HW] Jan 25 (fide TC), five were at Stanley St, Brantford [M] Jan 26 (BL); four were at 1 Ith Rd 
(BL,KM); two were at Bronte Feb 27 F (MJ). 

“ 1 P ,e F *nch: Three were at Woodland Cemetery Jan 14 * (RDw); three were at Woodland Cemetery Mar 12 F (BL et al.). 

Other Species Recorded during January - March: Canada Goose, American Black Duck, Mallard, Oldsquaw, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Northern Hairier, American Kestrel, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning 
D'* - '-Stem Screech-Owl, Great Homed Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Homed 
LaaK, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling, Northern 
Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch, American Goldfinch, House 
Sparrow. 

Please send your bird records for April to June 1995 by December 10 to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, N2L 
4S3, or phone 519-888-0553. 


Hamilton Birding Hotline: 648-9537 
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Attempt to Avoid Environmental Assessment for Expressway 

by Don McLean 

The regional council of Hamilton-Wentworth, in a resolution of September 19, has requested that its new expressway 
proposal for Red Hill Valley be completely exempted from an environmental assessment. This ignores (1) the major 
problems with the review done in 1984-85 of an earlier version of the roadway, (2) the major changes that have taken 
place since, and (3) the recently admitted fact that the portion north of Brampton Street has never been subject to any 
assessment process. It also ignores the current revitalization work in the valley and the wealth of new biological 
information which the HNC has collected over the past few months. 

The Consolidated Board hearing that took place in 1984-85 had very little information about the flora and fauna of 
Red Hill Valley, but even that small amount helped convince all the environmental agencies responsible for assessing the 
road plans to soundly reject them. The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority and the Niagara Escarpment Commission 
both testified against the project, and the sole representative of the Environmental Assessment Board on the hearings 
committee strongly rejected it as well. Unfortunately, these three agencies only got one of the deciding votes. The other 
two went to the fourth agency, the Ontario Municipal Board, so the project obtained approval. 


In the ten years since those hearings, major changes have taken place in the economy of Hamilton, in the financial 
situation of governments, and in the recognition of the biological significance of Red Hill Valley. The table below 
summarizes the species found in the 1991 Natural Areas Inventory project and in the 1995 study now nearing completion. 


Species Category 

Number found in NA1 in 1991 

Number found in 1995 

Fish in Red Hill Creek 

8 species 

18 species 

Reptiles and Amphibians 

11 species 

12 species 

Breeding Birds 

40 species 

75-80 species 

Migratory Birds 

Not studied 

169 species in spring migration 

Butterflies 

36 species 

43 species 

Moths 

Not studied 

125 species 

Mammals 

10 species 

28 species 

Vascular Plants 

340 taxa 

450 species (incomplete data) 


Now may be our last opportunity to obtain the full re-appraisal of the expressway that is so desperately needed. 
Although the project may die from lack of funding, we would be foolhardy to rest our hopes on that. I urge you to 
immediately write letters to the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth and the Ontario Ministry of Environment and 
Energy. You should state your general concerns with the project (in whatever detail you wish) and ask that it be subject 
to an assessment process which allows for full public examination and input. At this point in time, we can only identify 
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some concerns with the implications of the project, 
expressway (at least part of which has 

LETTERS SHOULD TO BE SENT TO: 

Chairman Terry Cooke and the 
Regional Council of Hamilton-Wentworth 

119 King Street West, P.O. Box 910 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3V9 


Region has not provided specific details of their proposed 
designed, including the QEW interchange). 

The Honourable Brenda Elliott 
Minister of the Environment and Energy 

12th floor, 135 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, Ontario M4V 1P5 


because the 
apparently not yet been 


Glen Higgins, Senior Environmental Planner 
MOEE Environmental Assessment Branch 

250 Davisville Avenue, 5th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M4S 1H2 


Friends of Red Hill Valley 

68 - 151 Gateshead Crescent 
Stoney Creek. Ontario L8G 3W1 


Field Trip 
Spooky Hollow 

by Pierre Arnold 
Eight in all took advantage of a 
mild and sunny 30th of September 
and pooled their way down to Spooky 
Hollow. The trip was led by venerate 
fern-lover, Hazel Broker. 

It was the first fern fieldtrip for 
some, and what a beginning! 
Seventeen ferns and allies identified 
at our sanctuary using 'Cobb’, 
Peterson Field Guide. Naturalists, 
botanists and others fail to agree on 
popular and scientific names , that is 
why it is appropriate to name the 
reference. 


By way of diversion, two unusual 
goldenrods, eight asters and some 
other interesting plants were seen. 

Evergreen Woodfem 
New York Fern 
Ebony Speenwort 
Lady Fern (red stem) 


Sensitive Fern 
Christmas Fern 
Bracken 

Maidenhair Fern 
Royal Fern 
Interupted Fern 
Cinnamon Fern 
Cut-leaved Grape Fern 
Rattlesnake Fern 
Rough Horsetail 
Shining Clubmoss 
Tree Clubmoss 
Running Pine 




Can’t Tell a Jay from a 
Cedar Waxwing? 

Don’t Despair! 

Join Wolfgang on December 3rd 
for a walk in the Burlington 
area and learn the basics of 
birdwatching. 

This outing is limited to 
30 participants so before 
grabbing your binoculars, 
reach for the phone and 
call Wolfgang at &&1-2276 
to reserve your spot. 

Rain date: December 10th. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, November 6, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Birds, Bands & Beds of Sand 

Dr. J.S. Quinn 

Join us to learn how exciting new DNA 
technology is used in the study of bird 
populations as well as more 
about conservation in 
Hamilton Harbour. 


Monday, December 11, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 


From Arctic to Antarctic 

Barry Griffith 


Monday, November 13, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to leant 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Ken Symington - Birds of Red Hill 
Valley - Eagle Identification 
Reminiscing about birding in Red Hill 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thursday November 30 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot 
(Near Greenhouses) 

Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and leant more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

- Jean Johnson - An entertaining and 
dynamic speaker on the topic of 
Organic Garden Care. 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 


No Meeting this Month 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Road 
Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 

Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with us! This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
relating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 


Organizer: Brian McHattie 540-1441 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday November 5 

Fall Bird Count 

This annual event surveys the birdlife 
present throughout the Hamilton Study 
Area during late fall. To obtain full 
coverage, more birders are needed. 
Contact Bill to confirm your area or be 
assigned a new one. 

Compiler: Bill Lamond 519-756-9546 

Sunday November 19 8:00 ajn. 

Birds of Lake Ontario's South Shore 
Join Rob in this search for late fall 
migrants as we travel from Hamilton to 
Niagara. Bring a lunch and meet at Van 
Wagner's Beach. 

Leader: Rob Dobos 519-888-0553 

Saturday December 23 

Fisherville Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler: John Miles 519-587-5223 

Tuesday December 26 

Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 
Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 


The October WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 


Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfret 
Marge and Norm Ralston 
Barbara and Ian Reid 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Fair 

Sharon and Ann Marie (LPBO) 


Thanks everyone 


















